NATALIE ZEMON DAVIS, Society and culture in early modern France, London, Duckworth, 1975, 8vo, pp. xviii, 362, illus., £9.80. These eight essays were first published in 1965 by the author, who is Professor of History at the University of California at Berkeley. They explore the competing claims of innovation and tradition amongst the mostly illiterate peasants and artisans of sixteenth-century France, in a series of case studies linked historically. A great deal of literature and source material providing data on them has been surveyed, and they first deal with the social, vocational and sexual context of the Reformation, in so doing revealing the consequences for urban women and the new attitudes to poverty which, for example, were common in Catholic or Protestant in Lyons. Other essays consider the political and social uses made by festive occasions, and analyse the meaning of symbols in cultural play, the festive reversal of sex roles, and the ritualistic and dramatic structure of religious riots. The last two discuss the interaction between literate and oral culture, the impact of printing on the lower orders. This leads to a survey of the collecting of proverbs and medical folklore: 'Proverbial wisdom and popular error'. The second of these, and other parts of this scholarly work, will be of interest to the historian of medicine, because of useful information and interpretations, but also as part of the general background for any study of sixteenthcentury French medicine. The text is copiously documented (pp. 271-346), which will lead the reader to the inevitably diffuse literary sources for the topics discussed. Professor Davis's book can be highly praised and recommended, a reaction already manifest by the need for a fourth reprint.
